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This booklet has been prepared by Unesco as a paii of its programme 
to stimulate and assist education for mtei national understanding in 
the schools of its Member States A first draft was presented as a 
working paper for discussion at the Eleventh Inleinational Conference 
on Public Education, called jointly by Unesco and the International 
Bureau of Education, in July 19Jf8. Later, it was considered in detail 
at the Unesco Seminar on Teaching about the United Nations and its 
Specialized Agencies, which was held in collaboi ation with the United 
Nations at Adelphi College, in New York, during July and August 19^8 
The draft was then revised in the light of the comments made, and 
now, reprinted, is being widely distributed in the hope that it will 
be of assistance to teachers in many countries 
It IS the first m a series of publications under the title of 
Towards World Understanding - Series A Teaching 
About the United Nations and the Specialized 
Agencies 

which the United Nations and Unesco aie jointly sponsoring 



INTRODUCTION 


Education for international understanding can be defined in many 
ways, and interpretations vary from country to country But the 
general objective is clear, and to achieve it, Unesco has suggested 
(Doc 2C/66) two main approaches 

1. The development in the pupils of an attitude of mind favourable 
to international understanding, which will make them conscious of 
the ties which unite the peoples of the world, and leady to accept 
the obligations which an interdependent world imposes 

2 The dissemination of information on othei lands and peoples, 
the contribution of all races, leligions and nations to the world’s 
culture, the history of international conflicts and their causes, pre- 
sented so as to stress the interdependence of the modern woild, the 
development of international co-operation and the need for a world 
community, current events and contempoiaiy problems, and on the 
United Nations and its Specialized Agencies 

As the suggestions in this pamphlet will show, the one approach is 
complementary to the other It is imjiortant foi the pupils to have 
information, but it is even more impoitant that mfoimation be used 
to develop attitudes favourable to international understanding 

By decision of the General Conference of Unesco, meeting in Mexico 
City in 19i7, this pamphlet is concerned only with teaching about the 
United Nations and its Specialized Agencies in the schools It is 
hoped that, m the future, Unesco will issue suggestions on other 
aspects of these two approaches to the development of international 
understanding 


II 

Some of the suggestions made here will not be applicable to all 
countries Schools which possess adequate educational equipment, 
which aie well supplied with visual aids, and which can make use 
of such modern means of communications as films and radio, will 
obviously find it comparatively easy to encourage an undei standing of 
the United Nations and to arouse the interest of their pupils in its 
purposes and in its potential influence on their lives Most countiies, 
however, are not m this fortunate position, and their task is incom- 
parably more difficult In rural areas or in industiially undeveloped 
countiies, the school is usually the only agency for formal education, 
and its curriculum, because of shortage of materials and lack of well- 



trained teacheis, is often rigid and rarely responsive to current devel- 
opments in the world outside It is hoped, howevei, that some of 
the suggestions made in this pamphlet will be helpful to teachers 
who have to work in extremely difficult conditions as well as to 
those who are more fortunately placed 
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TEACHING ABOUT 

THE UNITED NATIONS AND ITS SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 


Some Suggestions 


One of the chief aims of education to-day should be to prepare boys 
and girls to take an active part in the creation of a world society, based 
on peace and security and a fuller life tor every human being 

As an essential part of this preparation, pupils should learn about 
the United Nations and its Specialized Agencies, foi it is the great 
conlempoiary effoit, on an international, governmental scale, to move 
towards a world society They should be helped to understand its 
significance and the influence it may exert upon then lives 

Moreover, what is taught in the schools to-day can help to develop 
intelligent public opinion and support, without which the United 
Nations system cannot succeed 


Teaching about the United Nations and its Specialized Agencies 
must, of necessity, vary in content and method accoiding to the 
age, ability and interests of the pupils, as well as according to the 
special educational conditions existing in the country in which the 
instruction is being given Certain general considerations should, 
however, be home in mind for all nations Among them are the 
following 

1 Fads about the United Nations and its Specialized Agencies 
should be given, but it is of first importance to make clear their 
principles and purposes These should be illustrated by information 
on the background, structure, activities and problems of international 
organizations 

2 The United Nations system should be presented as an impor- 
tant step m man’s efforts, over a long period of time, to provide tor 
the well-being of individuals in increasingly large groups 

3 So tar as possible, the teaching should show how the work of 
the United Nations and its Agencies affects, or could affect, the lives of 
children and young people, as well as of adults In this connection, 
the work of the Specialized Agencies should be stressed 

4 The United Nations and its Agencies should be shown as a 
unified system, each pait of which is working on one or more aspects of 
a total effort “to save succeeding generations fiom the scouige of war, 
to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights and to promote social 
progress and better standards of life in laiger freedom” 


The Importance 
of Teaching 
about 

the United Nations 
System 


General Approach 



Approach 
and methods 
in the 

regular curriculum 
for 

different age levels 


5 The Leaching shonM be as objective and icahslic as possible, it 
should emphasize the achievements but not ignoie the obstacles to 
international co-operalion 

G It shouU stress that the United Nations and the Specialized 
Agencies depend for success on the people’s will to use them 

7 It should indicate the necessity for intelligent action by citizens 
of the community, the nation and the world, and should show the 
pupils what they themselves can do while they are still al school 


It is probable that most of the teaching about the United Nations and 
its Specialized Agencies will be cairied on with adolescent boys and 
girls, as they will more easily grasp its full significance Some 
effective teaching, however, can be undertaken with various age 
groups, including quite young children, and it is suggested that 
due consideration be given to the presentation of some aspects of the 
United Nations system during several years of schooling, so that the 
child may benefit fiom the effect of cumulative and repetitive 
teaching on this subject 

One of the chief aims of education every wheie is to develop those 
qualities of citizenship which provide the foundation upon which 
international government must be based if it is to succeed With 
very young children schools generally emphasize the formation of 
attitudes of co-operation, friendliness and fair play and the develop- 
ment of a sense of responsibility This is basic education for inter- 
national understanding, and is piobably the neaiest approach that can 
be made, at this stage, to teaching about the United Nations and its 
Specialized Agencies 

But even with children as young as seven, eight or nine years of 
age. some direct mtioduction can be made to the United Nations 
They can begin by learning about the various countries which are 
working together in the United Nations They can learn about the 
children of these countries — their songs, dances, games, stones and 
ways of living This is obviously veiy much easiei if adequate illus- 
trations, pictures, plays and stories are available But even without 
this help, an enterprising teacher ran do much to interest the pupils m 
their neighbouis in other countries Childien can understand that 
people of various nations meet together to discuss their problems and 
to find peaceful solutions for them The wise teacher will move from 
the familiar to the unfamiliar, and will, foi example, show how the 
local post office is affected by the Universal Postal Union The cele- 
bration of special days can be the occasion for simple teaching about 
the United Nations system For instance, October 2dth, which is the 
anniversary of the coming into force of the Charter of the United 
Nations, is now known as United Nations Day and provides a useful 
opportunity for reminding the pupils about the United Nations 

With young children, reference to the United Nations and its 
Specialized Agencies will be largely incidental, but with children of 
ten, eleven, or twelve years of age, some systematic leaching can be 
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introduced, and the ideas behind international organizations < an be 
picsented simply and giapliically The similarity can be shown 
between the International Couit of Justice and the local court oi 
justice A study can be made of conditions in a local factory as they 
might be affected by the International Labour Office, and the town’s 
lieallh centre could be comjiared in its aims with the World Health 
Oiganization The town council can be related to the General Assem- 
bly, and so on As childien grow older, they can be introduced to 
broader and more complicated concepts of the United Nations 

In learning to understand how the United Nations began, how it 
works and what it hopes to do, the children should be encouraged to 
interest themselves in the adventure of bieaking new giound and 
building for the future The teacher should also tiy to develop in 
the pupils a sense of association — of belonging to the United Nations 
and of pioneeiing m the development of a world community They 
can iindei stand that eveiy poison of every Member State contributes 
towards the United Nations and that each person is directly or mdi- 
lectly affected by it They might learn something about the delegates 
from then own country They will jirohably take an interest in the 
piominenL figuics connected with the United Nations and short bio- 
graphies, if these can be obtained, will often make the study moic 
vivid 

By the time bo>s and gnls aic fifteen, sixteen oi seventeen leais 
of age, they can make a i datively thoiough study of the structure and 
activities of the United Nations In manv rounti’cs a comparison can 
be made between the written constitution ot the nation and the Chaitei 
of the United Nations The roles of a c iti/en of the nation and a 
citizen of the yvoild can be effectively compnied and discussed Some 
of the problems of international organizations, and some of the con- 
troversial issues with which they wrestle, can be introduced if students 
have been given adequate training m handling such issues objectively 
Then study will be enhanced if they can concentrate on those acti- 
vities of the United Nations which affect them or which relate to 
their vocational uiteiests They should be encomaged, at this age, 
to attempt some degiec of specialization The idealism of youth should 
be appealed to, but it is essential to icmember that the adolescent’s 
enthusiasm can quickly turn to disappointment and disillusionment 
Direct teaching is lecommcnded at this stage, eithei in legiilai classes 
or m sjiecial courses oi senes of lessons on the United Nations system 
The social studies (geogiaphy, history, civics, etc ) provide parti- 
cularly good opportunities foi couises of this kind 

Where possible, recordings, direct broadcasts, films and film stiips, 
and such methods as panel discussions and dramatizations, should be 
used to help to cieate an understanding of the woik of the United 
Nations 

It will be found that children grasp more quickly and more firmly 
the principles of the United Nations and its Agencies if the teaching 
IS related to practical activities, such as the International Children’s 
Emergency Fund, or Unesco’s work of educational reconstruction 
m the Avar-devastated countries International correspondence and 
exchange of scrap books wulh a school in anothei couiUiy can bo 
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encouraged as means of getting to know the people who make up the 
United Nations 


Special Means 
of Presenting 
the United Nations 
and its Agencies 


Much of the teaching will no doubt be earned on in regulai classes 
There are a number of other ways, however, in which the United 
Nations and its Agencies can be presented to students Some of these 
may with advantage be combined with more formal instruction 
Among them are the following 

1 Bulietin BoviiDs on wall news sheets These may be placed 
in a prominent position in the school and be kept up-to-date by a group 
of students or by an individual pupil, with the help of the teacher 
or the school librarian Maps, charts and diagrams can be designed 
by the pupils themselves or cut out of newspapers oi magazines 
Whcie possible, current news clippings on the woik of the United 
Nations should be included 

2 Assemblies In many schools all the pupils come together 
at ficquent intervals for lectures, dramatic peifoimances, concerts, 
or other gioup activities Such occasions piovide opportunities for 
talks, discussions oi for incidental reference to the aims and activities 
of the United Nations 

3 Clubs anb Study groups In parts of the world voluntary 
clubs and study gioups of young people are popular Some of these 
groups are organized specifically to study international affairs, while 
other clubs include international topics among the subjects which 
they consider These groups are a fertile field for the cultivation of 
inteicst m the United Nations system In 1947, Unesco itself published 
m French and English a shoit pamphlet (*) outlining the possibilities, 
methods of woik, and activities of clubs of this kind, copies of 
which can be obtained on request 

4 “Model Assemblics ” Pupils of one school, oi of several schools, 
may wish to study the work of some pait of the United Nations and 
present a model assembly, or a model meeting of the Economic and 
Social Council, oi the Tiusteeship Council, m which they become 
participants, rathei than spectators Such activities involve a large 
amount of work and can probably only be undertaken m a few 
countries, but the few experiments which have already been tiied, have 
been most successful 

6 School public vtions Some schools are foitunate enough to bo 
able to produce then own publications, either in printed, duplicated 
or hand written form, and these present a variety of possibilities for 
the inclusion of information on the United Nations 

6 The School Library In many parts of the world, school 
libraries provide little more than books of refcience, hut those which are 


(') Intel national Relations Clubs, and similar soeicUes, Unesco Pans 
1948 


8 



better supplied can be of great value in stimulating and furthering 
interest in the United Nations Attractively arranged exhibits and 
displays of information can be given and, by providing not only books 
and pamphlets but also clippings from magazines and newspapers, 
which pupils can easily understand, they can help to arouse the pupils' 
interest both in tlie general work and in the more specific activities of 
the United Nations 

7 Contests Contests of vaiious kinds can be used successfully 
as still another means of presenting the United Nations and its 
Agencies These niav vaiy widely in the form they take, including 
essay, poster and puhhc speaking contests In some cases, they may 
be organized by private groups in conjunction with the school autho- 
iities In 1948 and 1949, Unesco is sponsoring two competitions, 
under the title of TogcUier ^Ve Build a New Woild An Essay and 
Rosier Competition on Uncsco’s IKoi/c It is open to school chddicn 
beiwccri twelve and fifteen and between fifteen and cLgliteen yeais of 
age Full infoimation can he obtained fiom Unesco on lequest 

8 CEUEBnvTioNS An annual day or week devoted to the United 
Nations has been celebrated with success m schools in diffeient 
countries Such a celebration day, however, should not be left 
isolated as a special day to be forgotten until the following yeai It 
should be led up to progressively in the school teaching piogianime, 
or used as a stimulus for fiiithcr study hcference has alieady been 
made to United Nations Day, 24th October, and it is hoped that, as 
time goes on, more and more schools will celebiate this day Sug- 
gestions for its observance can be obtained from the U N Information 
Centres (for addresses see Appendix), or from the headquaileis of the 
U N at Lake Success, New York 

9 Pageants and Festivals Plays, dances, pantomimes, pageants 
and festivals can all be used to present the United Nations drama- 
tically, and they often have an emotional appeal lacking m other types 
of presentation 

10 Trips Only a very small number of students can visit the 
headquarlcis of the United Nations at Lake Success, but for those who 
can do this the expeiience will be a vivid and important one if it is 
n ell planned and well executed For some students, trips can be 
taken to other places where projects are being carried out by the United 
Nations and its Agencies 

11 Youth Service Camps and Reconstruction Projects Students 
can occasionally participate in reconstruction projects and m inter- 
national youth service camps and so contiibute indirectly to the 
work of the United Nations This will help to give a sense of leality 
to their studies Unesco has been actively assisting a number of 
camps of this kind and will gladly supply information about them on 
1 cquest 

12. Exhibits Exhibits piejiaied by students oi bv outside agencies 



can prove of great value in visualising the aims and activities of the 
United Nations 

13 Visitors Where possible, people with expeiicncc oi know- 
ledge of the United Nations or its Agencies should be invited to give 
talks and lectures in the schools 


The Education The first essential in caiiyiiig through any piogiaiiime of study on the 
of Teachers United Nations and its Specialized Agencies is to have interested and 
mfoimed teachers 

Plans for tialning should apply both to the men and women who 
are now picpaiing to be teachers and to the much huger gioup of 
those who are already teaching Since the United Nations and its 
Agencies aic quite new, this means a tiemendous task of education 
among neaiiy all the teaclieis in the country 

The aim of the programme should not be to propagandize teachers 
and make them uncritical proponents of the United Nations and its 
Agencies Rather, it should make them awaie of the importance of 
this extensive inter-governinental system, and should show them how 
to present it to the pupils with whom they woik from day to day It 
should help them to lealise that success ultimately depends on the 
support and participation of all people In some countries, the 
task IS complicated by the fact that teachers connect the United Nations 
onlv with some paiticular dispute which has been referred to it 
Frank discussion of ideologies as they affect current international pro- 
blems will be necessaiy to help these teachers to take a wide vnew of the 
United Nations 

Unesco is convinced that educational seminars, run on inlcinational, 
national or regional levels, can provide valuable means foi preparing 
teacheis to educate their pupils for international understanding In 
July and August, 1948, Uncsco held an inteinational seminar iioai 
London under the title of “Education for a World Society The 
Training and Preparation of Teachers” It was attended by 47 par- 
ticipants from 22 countries It is hoped that many of those who 
have taken pait m international seminars of this kind, m which the 
participants work out their problems m small discussion groups, 
will, on thcii letiirn home, help to oiganize national seminars 
These should be one effective means of developing an mcieasmgly 
large gioiip of teacheis who are favourable to the amis and ideals of 
the United Nations and are genuinely mteiested in its success and in 
effoits to stiengthcn and impiovc it 

Institutions pieparing teachers might well considoi the contiihii- 
tions to their piogiammes that could be made by 

1 A consideration of the United Nations and Agencies in existing 
courses of study 

2 Special courses on the Ihiited Nations system 

3 I.ibraiies stocked willi adequate matcnals 
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4 Reseaich and special papers on various aspects of the United 
Nations 

5 Lectures, film showings, and radio programmes on the United 
Nations and its Agencies 

6 Bulletin boards, reading lists, and exhibits on the United Nations 
and its Agencies 

7 Discussion groups, clubs and other means of exchanging ideas 
and information on the United Nations system 

8 Opportunities for travel abroad 

Foi those persons who are already teaching, a variety of means of 
presenting the United Nations and its Speciali/cd Agencies is possible, 
such as 

1 Ai tides and illustrated accounts m educational journals 

2 Lectures, discussions, films, etc , at teachers’ meetings within 
schools or in meetings of teachers fiom several schools 

3 Suggestions for individual study and the provision of reading 
lists drawn up by Ministries of Education, teachers’ organiza- 
tions, libiaiios or by organizations interested in international 
affairs 

4 Special bulletins foi teachers on the United Nations and the 
Agencies 

5 Exchange of ideas and information through letters between col- 
leagues interested in these topics 

6 National seininais, summer schools or vacation couises, open 
also to students training to be teachers 

7 Travelling exhibits on the United Nations and its Agencies 


In many communities the school is not the only agent concerned 
with the education of children and young people Other groups, 
some governmental, some voluntary, aie also helping to influence the 
lives of young people 'fhey should be urged to take a share in 
presenting some aspects of the United Nations, either independently, 
or belter still, m collaboration with teachers and school authoiities 
In some countries, there are many agencies of this kind, such as 
churches, labour groups, service groups, farmers’ organizations and 
w'omen’s clubs The help of public libraiies, local museums, theatres, 
cinemas, local press and radio stations can also be enlisted 
What has been said about the use of the resouices in the local 
community applies equally to the lesoiirces of the nation National 
organizations, ranging from Ministries of Education to voluntary 
institutions, can help to present the United Nations to school childien, 
by preparing materials, providing 


Co-operation 

with other groups 

within 

the community 
and 

within the nation 



in many othei ways Teacheis should also know in what ways national 
groups can help them, and should make the fullest possible use of 
their services Sometimes teachers can usefully take the initiative in 
suggesting to these gioups the kind of assistance that is most needed 


l^ecesiUy 
far 


The most serious obstacle to teaching about the United Nations and 
Its Agencies, m many cases, is not lack of inleiest, but shortage, and 


adequate materials complete absence, of suitable materials Because conditions 

and methods of education vary widely from country to country, most 
of these mateiials must be prepaied nationally by those familial with 
the subject, the children and the countiy in which the mateiial is 
to be used 

As one means of assisting the production oi suitable mateiials, 
Unesco oiganized a seminai on Teaching about the United Nations and 
its Specialued Agencies in July and August 1948 It was held, in 
collaboration with the United Nations, at Adelphi College, Lake Suc- 
cess One of its mam purposes was to study the best methods of 
presenting the United Nations to school childien up to the age of 
approximately eighteen, and to piepare sample materials for use in 
the schools m the countries from which the paiticipants came 
Thirty-live lepresenta lives weie piesent from 26 count? les and a num- 
ber of booklets, study guides, radio scripts, recordings, and film- 
stiips were prepared The participants expect to pioduce further 
materials on their return home 

Every country will need to survey its own requiiements In most 
cases, it will be found that materials are needed on a wide variety of 
topics, for example, a senes of articles or leaflets might well be pro- 
duced on the ‘United Nations and the Teaching of Geography’, on 
the ‘United Nations and Civic Education’ or the ‘United Nations and 
the Teaching of Science’ Each of them would show how incidental 
reference to the United Nations could be introduced in existing courses 
and how special studies could be developed Many countiies need 
brief, simplv written and well illustrated accounts tor children of 
different ages on various aspects of the United Nations system In 
some cases, a comparative study of the United Nations and the League 
of Nations would be helpful Many nations could use a short account 
of each of the Specialued Agencies, either m one publication or 
issued separately as part of a series A statement of how any one 
problem had been faced by the United Nations would also be useful 
These are only a few of the many other possibilities which exist for 
the production of mateiials which will help teachers to present this 
topic in a lively and interesting wav 


Unesco is working to assist countries to examine their own text- 
books and teaching materials with a view to impi oving them as aids to 
international understanding A Model Plan for the Analysis of Text- 
books has been drafted and when checked by experts in different 
countries, Unesco will suggest to its Member Slates that they review 
their own text-books in the light of the recommendations The 
importance of including information, wheie ajipiopiiate, on the United 
Nations and its Specialized Agencies is stressed 
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For many reasons, the gi eater part of the maleiials required must 
be produced nationally and it is hoped that in future Unesco, the 
United Nations and other Internationa] organizations will be able to 
do more to provide the “raw inateiials", the basic facts and illustra- 
tions, which can then be adapted for use on a national scale 

Some “finished materials” can, however, be prepared on an interna- 
tional level Unesco has issued a report concerning the United Nations 
and Its Specialized Agencies in the schools of its Membei States, based 
on replies to a detailed enquiry which were received in 1947 and 1948 
This leport (Doc 2C/60) contains lists of materials which now exist 
in a numbei of countries Unesco has also prepared a bibliography on 
education for international understanding and a draft catalogue of 
films and filmstiips on the same theme In connection with the 
two competitions on Unesco, which have been mentioned cailier, 
it has issued two pamphlets, one entitled Let’s Visit Unesco 
House, to interest young people between 12 and 16 years of age, and 
anothei. You and Unesco, for those between 15 and 18 years of age 
It IS hoped that countries will adapt and republish both these pam- 
phlets for use in their schools 

A number of other materials for teachers interested in education for 
intei national understanding are leady for distnbution Enquiries 
should he addressed to Unesco ’s Department of Education 

The Educational Sci vices Division of the United Nations Depaitnient 
of Public Information also has some “finished materials” for use in 
schools Foi instance, it has lecently published Eveiyman's Guide 
to the United Nations, and How Peoples IFor/c Togelhet In addi- 
tion, this Division issues from time to time lists of recommended films, 
filmstrips, posters and publications which it consideis pailicularly 
appropriate for use in schools 

Some non-governmental organizations have also prepared materials 
for use in the schools, and useful documents have, for example, been 
produced by various teachers’ groups, etc and by some of the national 
associations of the World Federation of United Nations Associations 


In many countries the Ministry of Education determines the curri 
culum for all types of schools and decides xvhere the mam emphasis 
shall be placed Even m countries where education is more decen- 
tralized, there is some educational authority which gives advice on 
school programmes 

Since these educational authorities can exert a powerful influence 
on any programme of teaching about the United Nations, it is hoped 
that they will welcome and support the suggestions outlined in the 
preceding pages 


Teachers interested in the suggestions made in this pamphlet may 
wish to obtain further information and advice Overleaf are given 
particulars of a number of organizations — some of which have already 
been mentioned — which may be able to help 


The importance 
of directives 
from educational 
authorities 


Information 
and advice 
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UNESCO National Commissions. These exist in 31 of Unesco's Mem- 
ber Stales One of their mam tasks is to assist m canying out 
Unesco’s piogramme in their own countiies In some cases these 
Commissions are particularly concerned with Unesco’s work to develop 
education for international understanding and are producing mate- 
rials and suggestions for teachers (For addresses see Appendix B ) 

Ministries of Education Teachers ma> wish to write for 
information and advice direct to lUeu Ministry of Education, 

Non-Oovernmfntal Organizations A numhei of non-governmental 
organizations arc inteicsted in making the aims and activities of the 
United Nations known and understood Chief amongst them is the 
World Federation of United Nations Associations This is a voluntaiy, 
non-governmontal federation of 26 national associations, winch are 
people's movements m support of the United Nations In 22 countiies 
they have established education committees whose piincijial task is 
to encouiage leaching about the United Nations and its Specialized 
Agencies in the schools (A list of their addresses is given m Appen- 
dix C ) 

The United Nations The Educational Services Division of the 
Department of Public Infoimalion of the United Nations, working 
in close co-opeiation with Unesco, provides day-to-da> factual material 
on the United Nations, m addition to the publications and other aids 
already mentioned Enquiries should be sent to the United Nations 
Information Centres of which addi esses are given in Appendix D, oi 
to the Headquarters of the United Nations at Lake Success, New 
York 

Tim United Nations Educationae, Scientiiic vnd Cultuhal Ougan- 
ization One of Unesco’s principal functions is to act as a clearing 
house of information on educational developments, methods and pro- 
blems in different parts of the world During the last two years the 
Education Department of Unesco, acting on the insliuctions of its 
General Conference, and in consultation with the United Nations, 
has been working to stimulate and assist teaching about the United 
Nations and its Speriah/ed Agencies It can provide information on 
teaching piogramme and special activities It can make suggestions, 
such as those contaiiieil in this pam])hlet, and can provide a limited 
amount of material for use in many countiies Communications 
should normallv he made through the National Commissions, but 
direct contact with Unesco at its headquarlei s, 19 Avenue Kleber, 
Pans XVI*, is also welcome 
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In conclusion il must again be stiessed that teaching about tlie Conclusion's 
United Nations and its &peciali?ed Agencies should be legarded as a 
pait, although an important pait, ot a much broader programme 
which will help to develop international understanding among young 
people, and help to give them a sense of responsibility towards the 
local community, the nation and the woild society ot the future This 
task IS a world-wide, long-term one which can make a vital contri- 
bution to the peace and well-being of mankind 


IS 



APPENDIX A 


Tedchiiig about llic Umted Nations and its Speciah7ed Agencies was 
one of the three subjects considcied by the Eleventh International 
Conference on Public Education, attended by repiesentati\es of 
4G countries The first diaft of this pamphlet was used as a basis for 
discussion The following i ecoinmcndation was drawn up and 
unanimously approved w ith one abstention 

Rccojimendation to run Ministiues of Education concehning the 
Development or Intehnationae UNDcnsTANniNG among oung People 
AND Tuaohing about Internationa!. OnCANiZAnoNS 

Tlic International Confci ence on Public Education, 

Convened at Geneva by the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization and the International Bureau of Education, 
and being assembled on 28 June for its eleventh session, adopts on 
2 July 1948, the following lecommendations 

The Confeienoe, considering 

That one of the chief aims of education to-day should be the pre- 
paiation of childten and adolescents to participate consciously and 
actively iii the building up of a woild society, rich m its diversity, 
yet unified m its common goals of peace, secuiity and a fuller life 
for every human being, 

That this prcpai alien should include not only the acquisition of 
skills, but more pailiculaily the formation and the development of 
psychological attitudes favouiable to the construction, maintenance 
and advancement of a united world. 

That this preparation should be adapted to the capacities of school 
children of all ages and to the teaching conditions pecuhai to the 
different countries of the world. 

Submits to the Ministries of Education of the vaiious countries the 
following recommendation- 

1 That all teaching should help to develop a consciousness and 
understanding of intei national solidarity, 

2 That life in all educational institutions should he so organized 
as lo develop in the pupils and students a sense of responsibility and 
social co-operation, necessaiy for better understanding between the 
peoples, and that the various forms of social life being organized at 
different stages of study should be such as to interest young people in 
the pioblerns of the world of to-nioriow. 
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3 Thai a sense of duly towards the world coiunmnily be developed 
as an extension of civic duties, 

4 That inleinational understanding, based on mutual lespect 
among nations and on an appreciation of historical development be 
cncouiaged by all possible means, including, for example, the com- 
memoration of the great pioneeis of human pi ogress and the 
celebration of special days of world-wide interest, 

6 That in this connection the United Nations and its Specialized 
Agencies, tlieir purpose and principles, their structure and function, 
be studied objectively and with scrupulous accuracy Whatever may 
be the weaknesses of these institutions, they should be viewed as a 
unified and growing system and considered as a part of the long 
senes of man’s attempts to develop international understanding, to 
remove the scourge of war, affirm faith in fundamental human rights, 
establish justice, piomote social piogrcss and ensure fieedom and 
bettei standards of life foi all, 

6 That as this instruction is new and complex and should appeal 
as much to the lieai I as to the head, teachcis who are themselves 
imbued with the spirit of international understanding should be 
specially trained to cany it out both by diiect and indirect teaching 
as an integral part of all education, 

7 That local organizations, such as public libraries, museums, 
youth clubs, gitl guides’ and boy scouts’ groups, should assist, in 
collaboiatioii with the school authoiities, in developing a spirit of 
co-opeiation amongst young people and, at the same lime, in present- 
ing the various aspects of the United Nations, its Specialized Agencies 
and kindred organizations, 

8 That having regard to the responsibilities of adults as parents 
and citizens, steps should be taken to promote an intelligent under- 
standing of international organizations by means of popular adult 
education, 

9 That suitable audio-visual and other mateiial should be pre- 
pared, taking into account the age and mental development of the 
young people and adults to whom it is to be piesented and the 
importance of making the pictures aesthetically satisfying, and that 
young people and adults should be cncouiaged to take pait in the 
preparation of such material, which should be designed with some 
reference to studies of child psychology concerning children’s reactions 
to films, that systematic arrangements should be made for the wide 
distiibution of such material, 

10 That text-books of different counliies be le-examined as often 
as possible, with a view to ehininalmg the passages that would bo 
likely to lead to misunderstanding among nations, and to incoiporating 
materials that would lead to fuller appreciation of woild co-opei ation, 
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11 That the educational autboiilics o£ diffeient countne& exchange 
views and iiiformaliou on the nature and resnllb of this teaching in 
order to make the best use of their expeiience, 

12 That the Almistnes of Education and other educational 
anthoiitics use their influence to encourage the creation of interna- 
tional understanding amongst young people, and to assist teaching 
about international organiyations which are working for the promo- 
tion of -world peace 
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APPENDIX B 


List of Unesco F^ational Commissions and Co-operating Bodies 


VHGLN'IINA 

Junta Nacional de Intelcctuales, 

Uruguay 725 (I'''' pjso), Buenos Aiies 

AUSTn \LI V 

Co-oi dinating Committee of the National Co-operating 

Bodies of Unesco, Depaitnient of External Affa/is, Cnnbciia, A C T 

AUSTRIA 

Ausliian Commission for Unesco, 5 Burgling, Vienna I 

BUL&IUM 

Commission uationale de I’Unesco, Minisltue dc 1 ’Insti uction pubhqiie. 
Residence Palace, rue de la Loi, Biussels 

BOLIVIA 

(Commission nalionale pour I'Unesco, 

Depaitement de Cooperation intellecluelle, 

Mimstere des Affaires etiong^res, La Pa/ 

BR \ZIL 

Institut biesilien de I’Education, de la Science ct de la CuUuie, 
Mimstere des Affaiies etiang^res, Palacio de Ifamaraty, Puo de Janeiio 

CHINA 

The Chinese National Commission, Minisliy of Education, Nanking 

COI-OMBI V 

Conseil supeneui de I’Education nationale (CoTiiinissioii permanente 
do Colombie aupids de TUnesco), 

Edificio Antonio Maiiiio 216, Cariera Go, No 11-50, Bogota 

GUB\ 

Commission nationale ciibaine de I’Llnesco, Alinisleie d’Elat, Havana 

DENMARK 

The Danish National Commission foi Unesco, 

Ministiy of Education, Copenhagen 

DOMINICAN REPUDUIC 

Commission dommicaiiie de Cooperation intellectuelle. 

Secretariat d’Etat des Relations extenciires, Ciudad Trujillo 
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ECUADOR 

Commission nalionale de I’Equateur, 

Mmistfere de I’Education nationale, Quito 

FRANCE 

Commission nationale pour 1 'Education, la Science et la Culture, 
Minislere des Affaires ^trang^res, 37 quai d’Orsay, Pans 

HAITI 

Comit6 national haitien de Cooperation avec I’Unesco, 

Secretariat d’Etat des Relations extiirieures, Port-au-Prince 

HONDURAS 

Commission nationale de I’Unesco, Departcment de 1 'Instruction 
pufahque, Secretariat d’Etat, Tegucigalpa, D C 

HUNGARY 

Commission nationale hongroise pour I’Unesco. 

Mmistere des Affaires litrangferes, Budapest 

IRAN 

Commission nationale iranicnne pour I’Unesco, 

Ministfere do I’Education, T6h6ran 

IRAQ 

Iraqi National Commission, Ministry of Education, Baghdad 

ITALY 

Commission nationale italienne de I’Unesco, 

Villa Massimo, Piazza di Villa Massimo 2, Rome 

LEBANON 

Commission nationale pour I’Education, la Science et la Culture, 
Minislere de I’Educalion nationale et des Beaux- Arts, Beiiul 

MEXICO 

Commission nationale du Mexique pour I’Unesco, 

MinistSie de I’Education pubhque, Mexico, D E 

THE NETHERLANDS 

The Nelhcrlands Commission for International Co-opeiation m the 
fields of Education, Science and Culture, 

Ministry of Education, Arts and Sciences, 

Piincessegracht 19, The Hague 

NEW ZEALAND 

National Commission for Unesco, 

Department of External Affairs, Wellington 

NORWAY 

Noiwegian National Commission for Unesco, Royal Noiwpgian Ministry 
of Church and Education, Cultural Section, 3 Bygdo Alle, Oslo 
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PERU 

Coinmission Rationale du P^rou auprfes de I’Unesco, 

Ministfere des Relations extdrieures, Lima 

THE PHILIPPINES 

National Commission on Educational, Scientific and Cultural Matters, 
3336 Taft Avenue, Rizal City 

POLAND 

Commission nationale polonaise pour I’Education, la Science et la Cul- 
ture, Mmistdre de I’Education, allde de la Premiere Armee, Warsaw 

SOUTH AFRICA 

The National Council for Adult Education, Union Depaitment of 
Education, New Standard Bank Building, Pretoria 

SYRIA 

Commission nationale synenne, 

Mmistfere de I’lnstrucLion publique, Damascus 

TURKEY 

Commission Rationale turque pour I’Unesco, 

Minist&re de I’Education Rationale, Milli Egitim Bakanligi, Ankara 

THE UNITED KINGDOM 

United 'Kingdom National Commission for Unesco, 

Ministry of Education, 23 Belgrave Square, London, S W 1 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

United States National Commission for Unesco, Department of State. 
Washington, D C 

UnUGUAl 

Commission nationale de I’Uruguay pour I’Unesco, 

MinistSre des Relations extdrieures, Montevideo 

VENEZUELA 

Commission nationale de Coopeiation intellectuclle, Mmistere des Rela- 
tions extdrieures, Direction de la Politique Internationale, 

Section des Organisations Internationales, Caracas 
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APPENDIX C 


Addresses of the Education Committees of the World Fedeiatian 
of United Nations Associations 


augentjna 

Asociacion Argentina pro Naciones Unidas, 435 Calle Coidoba, 

Buenos Aires 

\TJSTBAr.IA 

United Nations Association, 28 BJigh Street, Sydney 

AUSTRIA 

Osterreicliisclie Liga fur die Vereinten Nationen, 9 Bosendoi feistrasse, 
Vienna I 

BELGIUM 

Association beige pour la Cooperation des Nations Unies, 

Palais d’Egmont, Brussels 

CANADA 

United Nations Association, 163 Launer Avenue West, Ottawa 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

UNA, Valeiitinska 1, Prague I 

DENMARK 

Forenede Nationers Forening, St Kongensgade 60, Copenhagen, 

FRANCE 

Association francaise pour les Nations Unies, 2 lue de I’Ely&ee, Pans, 

GREECE 

iJ N A,, lue Askhpiou 20, Athens 

HUNGARY 

Egyesult Nemzetsk Tirsasaga (Magyarerszag) , Klolild-Utca 12/6, 
Budapest 6 

ITALY 

IsLituto Nazionale per le Relazione Culturali con I’Estero, 

Piazza Firenze 27, Rome 

MEXICO 

Asociacion Mexicana pro la O N U , Calle de Merida US, 

Colonia Roma, Alexico, D F 
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THE NETHERLANDS 

U. N A , Riviervischmarkt 3a, The Hague 

NEW ZEALAND 

United Nations Association, Nathan’s Buildings, Grey Street, 
Wellington, C 1 

NORWAY 

Norsk Samband for de Forente Nasjoner, Nobelinstitultet, 
Dramxnensveien 19, Oslo 

SOUTH AFRICA 

United Nations Association, P O Box 466, Johannesburg 

SWITZERLAND 

UNA, Schaffhouse 

TOGOLAND 

Akpini Youth Society, K.pandu, British Togoland, Gold Coast, 

West Africa 

TURKEY 

Association turque pour les Nations Unies, Cocuk Esirgeme Apartmani, 
Yenisehir, Ankara 

THE UNITED KINGDOM 

Council for Education in World Citizenship, 11 Maiden Lane, 

London W C 2 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

United Nations Association, 45 East 65th Street, New Yoik 21, N \ 

YUGOSLAVIA 

UNA., Narodna Skupslina, Belgrade 
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appendix d 

Nations Information Centies 


BRAZIL 

Nacoes Unida& Centro de Infoiinacoes do ftto ,cle£;ftiHfof t^ufti^Iexico, 
Sala 1401B, Rio de Janeiro 

CHINA 

United Nations Inromiation Centre, 106 Whangpoo Road, Shanghai 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

United Nations Information Centre, Pansha 6, Pi ague 2 

HLNMARK 

United Nations Information Centre, 37 Vestre Boulevard, 

Copenhagen K 

FRANCE 

Centre d'Infoimation des Nations Unics, 19 avenue Richer, Pans, XVP 

INDIA 

United Nations Information Centre, Theatre Communications Building, 
Connaught Place, Queensway, New Delhi 1 

MEXICO 

Centro de Informaciones de las Naciones Unidas, Edificio Internacioiial, 
Paseo Reforma No 1 — Of 406, Mexico, D F 

POLAND 

United Nations Information Centre, Hoza 36, Warsaw. 

SWITZERLAND 

United Nations Information Centre, Palais des Nations, Geneva 

THE UNITED KINGDOM 

United Nations Information Centie, Russell Square House, 

Russell Square, London, W C 1 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

United Nations Informations Centre 1712 H Street, N W , 
Washington, D C 

THE UNION or SOCIALIST SOVIET REPUBLICS 

United Nations Information Centre, Hohlovski Pereulok 16, Appt 36, 
Moscow 
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